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lasting fundamental hostility with any of them. That is
particularly important for Germany, with its central posi-
tion, which is open to attack on three sides.

Errors in the policy of the cabinets of the Great Powers
bring no immediate punishment, either in St. Petersburg or
Berlin, but they are never harmless. The logic of history
is even more exact in its revisions than our chief audit
office. In carrying out the decrees of the congress, Rus-
sia expected and required that, in the local discussions
about them in the East, when there was any difference of
opinion between the Russian and the other interpreta-
tions, the German commissioners should, on principle,
support Russia.1 In many questions the objective deci-
sion might certainly be fairly indifferent to us; therefore
it was only incumbent on us to explain the stipulations
honestly, and not to disturb our relations with the other
Great Powers by party support of local questions that did
not affect German interests. The passionate and bitter
language of all the Russian organs, the instigation of Rus-
sian popular opinion against us which was authorised by
the censorship of the press, seemed to make it advisable
that we should not alienate from us the sympathies which
we might still possess among the non-Russian Powers.

In this situation there now came a letter from the Em-
peror Alexander, written in his own hand, which, in spite
of all the respect shown for his aged friend and uncle,
contained in two passages decided menaces of war in the
form which is customary by the laws of nations, something
to this effect: if the refusal to adapt the German vote to
the Russian is adhered to, peace between us cannot last.

1 Cf. the estimate of the situation quoted from a dispatch in the Bis-
marck-Jahrbuch, i. 125 ff,
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